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Healthy Early Years 

(HEY) Award 
Highbury Quadrant prima-

ry school Nursery has now 

been awarded both 

bronze and silver awards. 

Well done for all of your 

hard work and effort in 

demonstrating Highbury 

Quadrants commitment to 

supporting the health and 

wellbeing of children and 

families. 

Goodbye Year 6s! 

Year 6 had a fantastic time at the annual HQSA Year 6 

Leavers' Party on the 12th of July 2019. The Main Hall 

was transformed into a dance floor as DJ Leon played 

some great tunes and the children loved being given 

their own personalised photo keyrings to take home in 

their goodie bags. A big thank you to Sharlene and Tan-

ya for organising, and to Gulbeyaz, Julie and everyone 

else who helped out on the day.  

School council’s visit to City Hall  

Our school Council has been very busy this year.  The School Councillors 

have been involved in a number of events but, the most exciting by far, was 

their trip to the London Assembly at City Hall.   They were part of a group of 

schools in Islington who had the opportunity to ask lots of questions about 

the London Assembly’s plans for the future and what it is doing to address 

many issues that concern our young people such as the environment, gang 

crime and opportunities for children and young people.  They spoke directly 

to the Chair, Jennette Arnold, OBE AM, who represents the North East Lon-

don Constituency.  Imagine their surprise and delight when the London 

Mayor, Sadiq Khan (pictured) , made time to come and speak to the children 

and answer their questions.  He talked about his own humble background 

and encouraged all the children to aim high in whatever they do in life!  It 

really was a pleasure and a privilege for the children to meet him and find 

out more about his work with the London Assembly. 

Year 3 pupil, Lily-Joan recalled a particularly memorable moment when they 

had all been sleeping due to the fatigue from the journey, and the Mayor 

himself popped in and surprised them all! She asked the Mayor, “How are 

you going to stop pollution around schools and make Islington healthier?” To 

which he explained how they are hiring people of all ages to pick up litter on 

the streets.  

Royal Horticultural Society, School Gardeners of the 

Year 2019 Award  

A massive congratulations to Geeta Ramdhian for 

winning the title of the RHS school gardener of the 

year! This prestigious national level award was given 

for her contribution to HQ’s Edible Playground project  

‘SOFT START’ AT HIGHBURY QUADRANT: SEPTEMBER 2019 
We are changing our beginning and end of day routines with a ‘soft start’. The aim of this is to:  

• Maximise the children’s learning experiences  

• Give them a more positive start to the day  

• Provide opportunities for parents to have time to talk together  

• Improve liaison between staff and parents/carers 

• Further reduce the number of children arriving late to school 

We will be talking to the children about this next and it will begin next term, at the start of the term: Wednesday 4th September. 

 Soft Start – Beginning of the Day Gates will open at 8:40 to allow children and parents time together in the playground. The children are 

still your responsibility until they come into school. Therefore, children should not use the OPAL, or other play resources set up outside.  

From 8:45 the children can make their way into their classrooms.  

This can happen anytime from 8:45am – 9:00am which is the official start of school. Children will be able to access early morning activi-

ties in their classroom – spelling, handwriting, problem solving questions, reading etc, as well as having time to talk to their classroom 

adults informally. Parents and Carers in Nursery, Reception and Y1 can accompany their children into their classrooms for the first part 

of the morning as they have been used to in Reception so far.  

The playground gates will close at 9am.  

At the end of the day, the playground gates will open at 3:15pm to allow parents and carers time to talk together. Children can be col-

lected from the classroom door in Early Years and Key Stage 1, and from the playground in Key Stage 2.  



HQSA Activities  

The Science Museum comes to Highbury Quadrant! 

The Science Museum spent a whole day in school in May doing 

several exciting science shows in the main hall. Everyone – from 

Nursery up to Year 6 – got to see a show and the children loved it! 

This was paid for by the HQSA using money raised during last 

year’s Winterfest. Below is what some of the children told us 

about the visit: 

“The Science Museum do super awesome experiments” – Kelvin, 

5Q 

“We learnt loads of stuff about space and blood. We learnt how 

platelets stop too much blood coming out if you fall over. When we 

learnt about space, he made ice cream from liquid nitrogen, and 

showed what happened when you put Mr Potato Head in a vacu-

um”. – Laura, 5Q 

HQSA Annual General Meeting 

Thank you to everyone who came to our Annual General Meeting. We are absolutely de-

lighted to have Dilek Biter join us on the Committee. She has a son in Year 3/4 and will be 

an absolute asset to the school. A big thank you as well to the outgoing Committee Mem-

bers – we are so grateful for all the hard work you have put in! 

Bake sale and new water play equipment for Nursery 

The HQSA were pleased to be able to buy a range of water play 

equipment for the school’s Nursery using money raised at events. 

The Nursery children are loving the new play opportunities this 

gives them and it has been great to see how much use they are 

getting out of the equipment.  

We also helped Nursery organise a bake sale to raise money for 

further improvements to be made to the children’s outside play 

area. The Nursery members of staff were absolutely incredible at 

setting up the cake tables and helping us sell the cakes, and the 

bake sale raised £300 for them!  

£3,000 for computers! 

Highbury Quadrant School Association are very pleased to 

have been awarded a £3,000 grant from the Ford Britain 

Trust. As soon as this grant is received, the school will use 

the money to buy further computers which the children 

can use in their classes.  

Free after-school clubs for the 

autumn and spring terms! 

We have been very fortunate to 

have been awarded a Mother 

Tongue and Supplementary 

Schools Commissioning Grant. 

This grant will allow us to run three 

free after-school clubs during the 

autumn and spring terms in the 

next academic year. We hope this 

is helpful to parents and that it will 

give more children the opportunity 

Donate your used uniform to us! 

We are now doing regular used uniform 

sales, which allow parents and carers to 

buy school uniform at very discounted 

prices. We therefore request that you 

donate any school logo jumpers, cardi-

gans and t-shirts which your child has 

grown out of, as well as school trousers, 

dresses and skirts. These can be handed 

in at the school office. All money raised 

from the sales go to the HQSA, and the 

money raised will be spent on improving 

the school environment for the children at 

Highbury Quadrant.  
Summer Playground Party 

We had a great time at the 

Summer Playground Party, and 

we hope you did too! PTA mem-

ber Gulbeyaz and her wonder-

ful team served up some abso-

lutely fantastic food. Staff 

members Nur and Roza ran 

their popular face-paint stall 

and Valentina (volunteer) im-

pressed everyone with her 

henna skills. Sara in Year 5 

expanded her nail and tempo-

rary tattoo stall this time to 

include hair and Annie, the 

school Gardener gave children 

the opportunity to tie-dye their 

own bandana or handkerchief 

using natural dyes – the fin-

ished products looked amaz-

ing! Keta (TA) ran an incredibly 

popular balloon game and Mr 

Randall challenged kids to 

show their skills at hitting the 

tin cans. We were also very 

excited to be able to enjoy 

some very special musical 

performances first from the 

children, and then from their 

fantastic music teachers.  

We raised £1,217 on the day. Thank you so 

much to all the wonderful parents and staff who 

helped us with this event – we simply could not 

have done this without you! For anyone who 

wishes to get involved with future events, please 

just speak to us when you see us, or feel free to 

drop us a line at 

hqsa@highburyquadrant.islington.sch.uk  

Gardening fun with the HQ Green Team! 

The HQSA has their very own Green Team, and 

Annie the school gardener organised a fun gar-

dening Sunday where a group of us helped to 

clear up and make improvements to the school’s 

Wildlife Garden (next to the Reception play-

ground). This has made a big difference to that 

space, and classes have been enjoying visiting 

the Wildlife Garden in its new and improved state. 

We are also pleased that we will be getting a 

bench donated by the Metropolitan Public Gar-

dens Association, which should further improve 

the outside area. Do look out for further chances 

to do some gardening in the school in autumn.  

Help us raise money through Amazon Smile! 

Instead of using the regular Amazon landing page, why not go to Amazon Smile 

https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1063295-0 Check that HQSA is your selected charity, shop as nor-

mal and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the purchase price to us at no extra cost to you! All money 

raised will be used for school improvement, so it’s really worthwhile using this! For other online retail-

ers (including holiday bookings), you can use www.thegivingmachine.co.uk. Again, check that High-

bury Quadrant School Association is selected before you shop. Thank you for your support!    

mailto:hqsa@highburyquadrant.islington.sch.uk
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1063295-0
http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/


HQ Trips, events and activities  

Science week  

Science Week at Highbury Quad-

rant was enjoyed between the 

17th and 18th of June. Across the 

school children were investigating 

and carrying out scientific enquir-

ies, collecting and analysing data, 

and writing about their discoveries. 

For example, year 5 pupils investi-

gated the differing amount of vita-

min C in various fruits and vegeta-

bles. In Roundabout Day children 

compared the effectiveness of sun-

creams, the 'sudsability' of soap in 

different types of water and learned 

about the first moon landing 50 

years ago. We also enjoyed an ex-

citing assembly all about energy, 

presented by a professor from 

Mother Nature Science with many 

fizzes and bangs.  

-Mr Harragan, Science Subject 

Leader  

Year 2’s trip to London Zoo  

This term both Year 2 classes had so much fun going on 

a school trip to the London Zoo. They learned a variety 

of educational activities related to the curriculum. Upon 

their return, they were able to recount the events of the 

day… these were some of their favourite animals: gi-

raffe, penguin, lion, goat, and the “crazy monkey”! See-

ing all the wild animals gave them an insight into the 

different animals of other countries, enabling them to 

expand their geography knowledge.  

A fun trip to Freightliners  Farm 

As part of the Reception childrens’ ‘Animals’ topic, a trip to Freightliners Farm was planned, in 

Islington. The trip took place on Wednesday, 17 July 2019 and included both a tour and a 

candle making workshop.  

Music achievements throughout the year  

Throughout the year, each class worked hard to make wonderful progress in music and learn new techniques on the instruments to be 

able to play many new songs.  

At the beginning of the year, every class was assigned a composer, whose music they listened to and learned about. They were asked to 

imagine what stories the music evoked and many kids came up with wonderful stories and images. Years 3,4 and 5 took part in a 

“marble” competition, gaining marbles for good attitude, behaviour and effort towards music learning. Each class gaining 30 marbles 

received a beautiful butterfly which was used to create decorations in the music room, to visualise their music achievement and to re-

mind everyone what beautiful things learning about music can produce in the world and the surrounding environment.   

First ever whole school (KS2) music performance  

For the end of year concert each class worked hard to prepare various songs.  

Year 5H prepared 2 songs: Hokey Cokey and Dark Horses, using left hand in the violin and cellos for the first time.  

Year 5Q prepared 3 songs: Can can, using some pizzicato and bow, Footprints in the snow and Under the coconut tree, using left hand 

fingers in violin and viola for the first time.  

Year 6 worked on some challenging pop songs: See you again, Stitches and Pink Panther.  

In the final performance, the kids from Years 3,4 and 5 played Manhattan Blues and Sailing home together, creating a powerful and 

touching performance for parents, children and school staff. —Agnieszka Teodorowska, Music teacher 

The Annual sports day  
Thank you to everyone who sup-
ported our annual Sports Day; we 
hope you enjoyed it as much as we 
did! We couldn’t have wished for 
better weather and a huge congrat-
ulations to all the children and par-
ents who took part! A special men-
tion to our year 6 helpers who were 
there to support and cheer on our 
younger children. 
-Mr. Randall, PE Subject Leader  

Toy story 4 
On Thursday 18th July, both Year 1 
classes enjoyed a trip to the lo-
cal cinema to see Toy Story 4. It was 
a great way to celebrate all their 
hard work and fantastic achievement 
this year! 

Year 6’s trip to Chessington  

Year 6 have had a fantastic 

term with trips to Chessington 

World of Adventures and 6Q's 

trip to make pizza at Pizza Ex-

press alongside visits from 

Childline and P.C. Keisha. Add to 

that our visit to the Emirates 

Stadium, The theatre (to see 

The Snowman), Clissold Park 

and The Science Museum and it 

has really been an action 

packed year. The children pro-

duced a production of Arnie* 

that might have The Old Vic 

searching for its next big star 

and really showed how they 

have gelled as a unit. I know the 

children will be really missed.  

Yummy New Potatoes! 

The children in Nursery were very excited to harvest the 

potatoes that they planted and nurtured by watering them 

regularly . We collected a lot of potatoes and we then 

began the task of weighing and measuring them to see 

how heavy they were and which potatoes were the long-

est and heaviest. They were then washed and boiled and 

the children enjoyed tasting them. The children hope that 

they won the potato growing competition run by 

www.growyourownpotatoes.org who donated the grow 

kits to us. 

More playground equipment for the children 

HQ is very pleased to have received a Local Schools Nature 

Grant, which comprises a large loose parts kit worth £500 

(pictured) funded by Learning through Landscapes and People’s 

Postcode Lottery. This kit will be used alongside the other Open 

Play and Learning (OPAL) equipment during playtime, and should 

contribute to greatly enhancing children’s play experience in the 

playground. A big thank you to Geeta (TA and HQSA Secretary) for 

the time and effort she put into applying for this grant. We look 

forward to receiving our loose parts kit! 



School Dates 

Autumn Term 

School re-opens after the summer 

break on Wednesday 4th  

September 2019. 

Inset days 

Monday 2nd September 2019 

Tuesday 3rd September 2019 

 

Autumn Half Term 

Monday 21st October—Friday 

25th October 2019 

 

School re-opens on Monday 28th 

October 2019 

 

Christmas Break 

The last day of school is Thursday 

19th December 2019 

 

Spring Term 

School re-opens after the  

Christmas Break on Monday 6th  

January 2020 

Spring Half Term 

Monday 17th February—Friday 

21st February 2020 

 

Easter Break 

The last day of school is Thursday 

2nd April 2020 

 

Inset days 

Friday 3rd April 2020 

 

Summer Term 

School re-opens after the Easter 

Break on Monday 20th April 

2020 

 

May Bank Holiday 

Friday 8th May 2020 

 

Summer Half Term 

Monday 25th May—Friday 29th 

May 2020 

 

Summer Break 

The last day of school is  Friday 

17th July 2020 

Good attendance at school is the single most 
important factor in ensuring that young peo-
ple have the maximum life chances-
attendance is strongly linked to educational 
achievement.   

Many congratulations to the following children who 

have achieved a fantastic 100% attendance for the 

whole school year.  Well done Miguel (Pre-School), 

Robert, (Nursery), Ryan, (RHQ), Jenelle, (Year 1), 

Ronnie, Josh and Natasha (Year 2), Deniz and 

Aquisha (Year ¾) and Jean-Pierre (Year 6). 

A further 19 children achieved 99% attendance 

and 50 children achieved 98% attendance for the 

whole school year.  They will all receive certificates 

in assembly.  Altogether, from Pre-school to Year 6, 

171 pupils exceeded our attendance target of 

96%!  Well done to them and all their parents and 

carers. 

Classes 2019/2020 

Current Class New Class Name New Teacher TA/Nursery 
Nurse 

5H 
(Mr Harragan) 

6H Royal Observatory Ms Conley Geeta –across the 
year group, inter-
ventions 

5Q 
(Ms Davies) 

6Q The Guildhall Mrs Frances 

3/4 H 
(Mrs Tolani) 

4/5 H Tate Modern Mr Hutchins 
  

TA’s  team-  Tere-
sa, Samantha and 
Sue  
 Ann-Marie-  
learning zone- 
Yr4/5 children 

           3/4 Q 
(Miss Carrington) 

4/5 Q St Pancras Station Mr Randall 

3/4 HQ 
(Mr Randall) 

4/5 HQ Royal Exchange Miss Carrington 

2H 
(Mrs Unlu) 

3H BT Tower Mr Harragan Stephanie, Sue – 
Special Needs 
Paulette -both year 
3 classes.   

2Q 
(Mrs Rahman) 

3Q Westminster Ab-
bey 

Miss Begum 

1H 
(Mrs Mitchell) 

2H The Gherkin Mrs Mitchell Aysun  –both Yr 2 
classes 

1Q 
(Mrs Pieterse) 

2Q The Shard Mrs Unlu  Flora –SEN & 
Interventions 

RH 
(Miss Middleton) 

1HQ St Paul’s Cathedral Mrs Pieterse Fahmida - Year 1 
TA 
Naila, Marsha –
SEN support 

Nur 
(Mrs Pil-

lay/Buhora) 

RH Tower bridge Mrs Buhorah Mounira, Naila-
SEN support 

Nur 
(Mrs Pil-

lay/Buhorah) 

RQ Tower of London Mrs Middleton Nur, Naila- SEN 
support 

Pre-School Nursery Buckingham pal-
ace 

Mrs Pillay Keta, Frances, 
Bella/Deylia-SEN 

  2 Year Old Provi-
sion 

  (Lead Practitioner) 
Miss Leeming 

Jazine, Paula and 
Marsha 

Colour Connections: The Garden Quilt 

Textile project funded by the Mayor of 

London through Culture Seeds                                                                                          

Children have been involved with an excit-

ing textile project this term making em-

broidered and dyed pieces for a quilt, 

which will go on permanent display in the 

school.         

Mary Spyrou, a textile artist has been 

working with all children from years 3,4,5 

and 6 using natural dyes from vegeta-

bles, fruits, plants and bark to dye cloth 

and threads. The children then made 

drawings from plants from the schools’ 

garden to make designs for their quilt 

squares.  

As always, at this time of year, it is with great 

sadness that we must say goodbye to some 

staff members: Kat, Amanda, Caroline, Kha-

rima, Sam D, Sabrina, Vera and Lai  

We welcome to the staff team the following: 

Ms Clark— Assistant Head, Krystle— Senior 

Administration Officer, Ms Conley, Mrs 

Frances, Miss Begum and Mrs Unlu. 

A warm good luck and best wishes to Roza 

who’s going on maternity leave.  

These were embroidered with differ-

ent stitches, taking inspiration from 

the textile traditions from Asia, Afri-

ca, Europe and America. 

Some beautiful work has been pro-

duced and many children, who’d 

never sewn before have discovered 

new talents. We look forward to 

celebrate the completed quilt next 

term. 


